N O T I C E
COVID – 19 PROTOCOL TO BE FOLLOWED DURING THE CONDUCT OF THE MYSORE WINTER RACES 2020-21,
A. GENERAL PRECAUTIONS FOR ALL -  
Every essential staff person and racing participant (Officials, Professionals, i.e., Trainers and Jockeys, Owners, Stable hands like Jamadars, Syces, etc.) must follow the safety practices during the Races. It is the responsibility of all persons concerned attending the races to ensure that they abide by the protocols and the regulations set forth by the My.R.C. Ltd., in order to conduct racing in a safe and secure manner. They should ensure that they are COVID FREE and should have at least had one shot of the COVID Vaccine to enter the My.R.C. Ltd. premises to witness horse racing. They have to maintain social distancing, i.e., mandatory 6 feet/2 meters distance from each other, recommended to wear face masks all the time, should not touch their face and wash hands/sanitize frequently without fail, for their own benefit and for the safety of others frequenting the Race Course. For this purpose, wash basins with soap shall be provided at various places. Cigarette smoking, use of tobacco and spitting in public at the My.R.C. Ltd., premises shall be strictly prohibited.
Any professional travelling from out station to participate during the Mysore Winter Races 2021-22, should have had at least one dose of the Covid – 19 Vaccine or shall provide an RT-PCT Negative certificate, which shall be valid only for 48 hours or shall provide a copy of the Vaccination certificate.
B. SCREENING AT THE MAIN GATE ENTRANCE:

1. Entry to Professionals from the Main Entrance Gate only (Security Entrance Gate).

2. Screening for Temperature and any COVID -19 Symptoms shall be mandatory. Sanitization at the entrance and wearing of proper face masks are mandatory.

3. Access to the Paddock, Weighing Room, Race Track, Starting Gates will be strictly limited to those key Officials and personnel who are essential for the

conduct of Races and those persons who are exclusively permitted by the Management of the My.R.C. Ltd., at its discretion.

4. No overcrowding at any enclosures.

5. Avoid physical contact with any surfaces.

6. Remain seated at designated seats or area to avoid crowding.

C. OTHER PRECAUTIONS -
a. Do not come racing if you have any symptoms of COVID-19.
b. Do not come to the racecourse if you are not on the list of permitted and accredited persons for that race meeting.
c. Do not touch your face, whether or not you are wearing a face covering and/or gloves.
d. Observe the recommended cough/tissue etiquette at all times.
e. Follow all racecourse signage and obey the instructions of staff and officials who are enforcing social distancing and other protocols.
f. Avoid areas of the racecourse unrelated to your role.
g. Leave immediately after the last race, or when you have completed your duties.
D. STABLE AREA –

a. Every Trainer, Jockey, Work Rider, Farrier, Jamadar and all stable staff including assistants to wear face masks all times which is mandatory and keep social distance of alteast 6 feet/2 metres as far as possible.
b. Every stable staff must undergo screening and temperature check.
c. Hand wash/sanitizers to be kept at the entrance of the Stable area.
d. Racehorse owners are not permitted into the stable area on Race Days.
e. Compulsory sanitization of stable areas frequently without fail.
f. Compulsory cleaning of tack/saddlery routinely without fail.
g. Trainers shall ensure that all their staff have had atleast one shot of the COVID – 19 Vaccine.

E. SADDLING ENCLOSURE -
a. Trainer may be accompanied by one Groom/Syce and two assistants to the saddling area and they must wear face masks while entering into the saddling area.
b. As far as possible physical distance must be maintained all the time. Trainers, Grooms/Syces and Assistants must practice physical distancing as much as possible while saddling.
c. No Owner/s is/are permitted into saddling area.
d. Hand sanitizers will be placed at the entrances of the saddling enclosure.
F. JOCKEYS ROOM –

a. No Jockey/Apprentice Jockey will be permitted into the Jockeys room other than those engaged in the races. They will be subject to screening check and temperature check.
b. No helpers will be permitted inside the Jockey's Room.
c. Face masks must for all.
d. Seating will be designated at a considerable physical distance for all riders, to maintain physical distancing at all times.
e. Hand sanitizers will be kept at the entrance of the Jockeys room.
f. No beverages will be supplied by the Turf Club except for water through dispensers. All riders to make their own arrangement for any beverages/snacks.
g. To sanitize their tack regularly without fail.

G. PADDOCK -

a. Trainer and one groom/syce to accompany the runner of the Race and if an assistant is required to help walk a horse and to mount the rider, he may be permitted.
b. One Owner of the horse can be present with the Trainer in the Paddock and only one Owner will be allowed to lead the horse.
c. Face masks must for all.
d. A box will be marked in white chalk, at the paddock where the Owners, Trainers and Jockeys of the respective horses shall stand and maintain physical distancing as much as possible while giving instructions to Jockeys in the Paddock. Grooms/Syces shall practice the same while a Jockey is mounting the horse.
H. RACE RIDING –
a. Jockeys must wear a face mask and gloves at all times, including while receiving instructions from Trainers and while entering the starting gate. Masks may be pulled down only during the race if required. Masks are recommended to have head/neck straps and not just ear loops, as these can fly off during a race. Masks must be put back on/worn again for unsaddling and weighing in with the Clerk of Scales.
b. Maintain physical distancing at all times at the scales while Weighing out and Weighing in.
c. Compulsory sanitization of equipment/riding kits.

I. STARTING GATE -

a. Starting Gate crew/handlers will wear face masks.
b. Hand sanitizers will be kept at the starting gate.
c. Only one handler will lead the horse into the stall and will be assisted by two handlers if required. In case more required, a maximum of four handlers will assist.
d. Trainers are advised not to enter unruly horses and in case entered they will only be tried twice with minimal assistance and will be withdrawn if it cannot be loaded. There shall not be any forceful loading of horses.
e. Starter shall ensure these norms are followed all the time.
f. All starting gate staff including Starter will be required to remain near the gate between races. Starter shall have all communication through mobile phone/Walkie Talkie with the Stewards/Stipendiary Stewards.
J. OFFICIALS/STAFF -
a. All the Officials/staff involved during the running of the races will undergo screening check and temperature check at the entrance and must have had atleast one shot of the COVID – 19 Vaccine.
b. Face masks compulsory at all times and hand sanitization.
c. To maintain physical distancing at all times.
d. To follow all protocols issued by the Government of Karnataka, at all times.
The following Officials have been appointed as COVID – 19 Volunteers, who will supervise COVID – 19 protocols as in the past;

a) Mr. K S Divakara, Senior Tote Manager

b) Mr. M. Kiran, Estate Officer

c) Mr. G S Harsha, Understudy Racing Official

d) Mr. Devaiah, Security Supervisor

e) Mr. Ponnappa, Security Supervisor

These measures are put in place to safeguard everyone's health and well being, during the current and continuing COVID – 19 situation, to ensure that racing can continue in a safe and appropriate manner. 

Please note that the above COVID – 19 guidelines are subject to alterations by the Stewards, from time to time.
By Order of the Stewards,
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